OGC Specification Program: 2008 Year in review.

2008 was a very busy and productive year for standards development work by the OGC Membership.  From a process perspective, we completed the transition to the new OGC Intellectual Property policies and resulting changes in the Technical Committee Policies and Procedures. This included the Revision Working Group to Standards Working Group transition including additional changes to the TC P&P as we gained experience.

The following is a synopsis of the 2008 OGC standards related activity.

· A new, greatly improved version of the OGC Reference Model (ORM) was written, discussed, and approved by the Membership.

· 8 new standards were finalized and approved as OGC standards;

· OGC KML v 2.2: First “Mass Market” oriented standard approved as an OGC Encoding Standard.  

· CityGML 1.0: A GML application schema for 3D urban modeling approved as an OGC Encoding Standard.

· CSW-ebRIM Registry Service - ebRIM profile of CSW 1.0
· OpenGIS Catalogue Services Specification 2.0.2 - ISO Metadata Application Profile (1.0.0)

· OLS Part 6-Navigation Service (08-028r1 v1.0

· GeoXACML Version 1.0 and Extension A and B version 1.0

· WCS 1.1 Processing Service extension.

· WCS 1.1 Transaction extension [OGC 07-068r3] 

· Revisions to two Abstract Specification volumes were finalized and approved.

· "Topic 2 Spatial Referencing by Coordinates" as a revision to the current Topic 2 of the OGC Abstract Specification.

· Topic Volume 5 - Features [OGC 08-126] as a revision to pervious version.

· Numerous Best Practice Documents were discussed and approved:

· “Definition identifier URNs in the OGC" document [OGC 07-092r2] 

· The KML Standard Development Process document [OGC 08-125r1] be approved as an OGC Best Practice document

· A URN namespace for the Open Geospatial Consortium (OGC) [07-107r3]

· EO Products Extension Package for ebRIM (ISO/TS 15000-3) Profile of CSW 2.0 [06-131r4]

· OpenGIS Sensor Planning Service Application Profile for EO Sensors [07-018r2]

· Sensor Web Enablement Architecture [06-021r4]

· 21 existing OGC standards are currently in revision.  Most will go through the public comment period, edit process, and member approval during 2009.

· Catalogue Services 3.0 SWG

· CIM (Cataloguing of ISO Metadata) Extension Package of ebRIM profile of CS-W 1.0 SWG

· Earth Observation Extension Package of ebRIM profile 1.0 SWG

· ebXML RegRep SWG

· GeoAPI 3.0 SWG

· Geographic Linking Service 1.0 SWG

· GeoRM 1.0 SWG

· GML 3.3 SWG

· GMLJP2 1.1 SWG

· IGS-IGM SWG

· Observation & Measurements 2.0 SWG

· OLS 1.3 SWG

· OWS Common 1.2 SWG

· Policy 1.0 SWG

· Sensor Planning Service (SPS) 2.0 SWG

· Sensor Model Language (SensorML) 1.2 SWG

· Sensor Observation Service (SOS) 2.0 SWG

· SWE Common Data Model (SWE Common) 2.0 SWG

· WCS 1.2 SWG

· WFS Gazetteer Profile 1.0 SWG

· WMS 1.4 SWG

As we enter into FY 2009, we are receiving a strong signal from OGC membership and the implementation community that: 

Life cycle management of the existing standards baseline must receive a higher priority.

This is largely a result of 1) feedback on lessons learned regarding the application of OGC standards in the user community, and 2) logical response to a very strong year of standards development and adoption, e.g., Sensor Web Enablement.  We expect to see some rebalancing of investment in the Consortium from development of new standards to activities related to the maintenance and extension of existing standards, based on member and broader user community experience and feedback.

In fact, there are now intensive efforts to harmonize (align) all of the SWE standards with other OGC Web Service standards.  We believe that the majority of effort in 2009 will be in revisions to existing standards with a significant focus on consistency and alignment of the OGC standards baseline.

And of course the OGC Membership <finally> arrived at consensus on the Axis Order guidance (
